
Corticosteroid therapy is associated with a lower incidence of progression to requiring mechanical ventilation among patients hospitalized with 

community-acquired pneumonia. No association was found between corticosteroid therapy and mortality, treatment failure, or adverse events.
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STUDY DESIGN RESULTS

•  Systematic review, meta-analysis, and 
Trial Sequential Analysis (TSA) resulting 
in 16 trials and 3,842 patients

•  Primary outcome was all-cause 
mortality

•  Secondary outcomes included ICU 
admission, mechanical ventilation, 
treatment failure, readmission, and 
adverse events
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What Is the Benefit of Corticosteroid Therapy for Bacterial Community-Acquired 
Pneumonia in Hospitalized Patients?
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